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Nature & Cultural Journeys  
for the Discerning Traveler  

 

SOUTHERN AFRICA  UNMATCHED  
 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO JOIN  THE 
 

THE SANTA ANA ZOO  
 

ON A  JOURNEY THROUGH  
 

THE OKAVANGO DELTA &  LINYANTI RESERVE, BOTSWANA  
CAPRIVI STRIP , NAMIBIA &   
VICTORIA FALLS, ZAMBIA  

 

NOVEMBER  8 TO 19, 2010  
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YOUR ITINERARY  
 

DAY 1~M ONDAY ~NOVEMBER 8 
WASHINGTON D.C./EN ROUTE 
Your journey begins as you board your South African Airways  overnight flight . (Meals Aloft)  
 

DAY 2~TUESDAY ~NOVEMBER 9 
JOHANNESBURG  

Upon arrival at the Johannesburg International Airport  this 
afternoon, you will b e met and escorted to your hotel. Often 
called Jo'burg, Johannesburg is the country's largest city and 
financial center with ultra modern skyscrapers and a bustling way 
of life.  It is the city of gold, as its claim to fame is the gold that 
was discovered close-by.  
 
Emperors Palace is a sensational hotel, casino and convention 
resort that combines timeless classical elegance and sheer 
excitement, conveniently situated alongside Tambo International 
Airport. Th e 80-room select-services Peermont Metcourt Suites 
offers you cozy, comfortable accommodation and delightful 
service. Marvel at the palatial buildings of the resort or explore its 
stunning gardens. Intricate mosaics, Roman columns and 
magnificent stained-glass domes contribute to the Emperors 
Palace's elegant and lavish ambience. Imagine you are in 

fashionable Rome when strolling through the spectacular Emporium shopping area.  You can enjoy breakfast at the 
charming Primavera Restaurant and access all Emperors Palaceõs magnificent variety of facilities.  
Overnight at the PEERMONT METCOURT SUITES. (Meals Alo ft ) 
 

DAYS 3/4~WEDNESDAY /THURSDAY ~NOVEMBER 10/11 
M AUN /OKAVANGO DELTA /SEBA CAMP  
Today you will fly to Maun, Bot swana, where upon arrival you will board your 
light aircraft for your flight to one of the worldõs most distinctive regions, the 
Okavango Delta ð earthõs largest inland water systems. Its headwaters start in 
Angolaõs western highlands, with numerous tributaries joining to form the 
Cubango River, which then flows through Namibia (called the Kavang o) and 
finally enters Botswana, where it is then called the Okavango.  Millions of years 
ago the Okavango River used to flow into a large inland lake called Lake 
Makgadikgadi (now Makgadikgadi Pans).  Tectonic activity and faulting 
interrupted the flow of the river causing it to backup and form what is now the 
Okavango delta. This has created a unique system of water ways that now 
supports a vast array of animal and plant life that would have otherwise been a 
dry Kalahari savannah.  
 
Your camp for the next two nights, Seba Camp, has been designed to blend in 
with an ancient riverine forest with majestic hardwood trees like the sycamore 
fig and leadwood, all overlooking a perennial lagoon with its prolific birdlife 
and resident pods of hippo .  It is comprised of eight well -appointed and 
spacious elevated tents, each with en-suite bathroom and a private deck on 
which to relax and observe the passing wildlife , each vibrant ly decorated 
celebrating the different tribes of Botswana.  Well -lit paths lead to the 
communal dining area and a lounge-library replete with reference and pictorial 
books. There is a secluded swimming pool enabling guests to refresh themselves 
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and relax. The dining and bar areas are also set on a raised saligna deck with spectacular views. Gourmet meals are 
served, usually al fresco, in the dining area: five-star cuisine and superb dinners follow cocktails shared by guests, 
researchers and guides around a traditional campfire.  
 
The camp is named after Seba, one of the elephants historically released from nearby Abu Camp. As a baby, Seba starred 
in the Walt Disney movie, Whispers, that was filmed in the area. The word "seba" means whisper in the language of 
Botswana. A number of elephants that were released back into the wild have formed their own  herd. The interaction 
between these and the wild herds in the area provides rich fodder for research teams from Bristol University in the UK. 
Guests can observe the researchers at work, often in close proximity to the elephant herds. Guides are always happy to 
drive visitors to see a released elephant and its wild companions when they are in the vicinity of the camp. Part from the 
large elephant population, there is a seasonal abundance of wildlife in the area including giraffe, zebra, impala, 
wildebeest, tsessebe and lechwe. Lion frequent the greater area and herds of buffalo are occasional visitors too. For bird 
enthusiasts, some 380 different species are found in the region. During winter, thanks to the high water levels, Seba is 
transformed into a water  camp, with water -based activities taking precedence, such as mokoro, motorboat excursions and 
fishing, as well as walks and the usual wildlife drives. 
Overnights at SEBA CAMP .  (All Meals Daily ) www.wilderness-safaris.com 
 

DAYS 5/6/7~FRIDAY /SATURDAY /SUND AY~N OVEMBER 12/13/14 
LINYANTI RESERVE/D UMA  TAU CAMP  
You now fly to DumaTau, located in a private 
reserve in the Linyanti/Savuti Channel area in the 
northern part of Botswana, on the western 
boundary of Chobe National Park. The source of 
the Savuti Channel is within this private reserve. 
The Linyanti Reserve consists of 308,880 acres of 
prime wildlife countryside. The region has all the 
diversity to make it a paradise for wildlife. Inland 
there are enormous acacia and mopane forests, 
which sustain large num bers of elephants in the 
winter months. The Savuti area is famous for its 
lions which have been documented in National 
Geographic films, one of the most exciting being 
the Joubertõs Eternal Enemies which depicts the 
conflicts between lions and hyenas. Elephants are 

one of the 
area's biggest attractions along with the red lechwe antelope, zebra, wildebeest, 
impala, waterbuck, sable, roan, eland as well as giraffe, baboon, monkey, warthog, 
crocodile and buffalo. Then, there are the predators ð lion, leopard, cheetah, wild 
dog and hyena and the nocturnal animals ð bushbabies, spring hare, aardwolf, 
serval, genet, pangolin and the smaller predators.  
 
DumaTau Camp itself is built under a shady grove of mangosteen trees, 
overlooking a large hippo -filled lagoon wi thin the Linyanti waterway system. Its 
large, luxurious rooms are raised off the ground on polished wooden decks. They 
are set under thatch with canvas walls, allowing guests to enjoy the night sounds of 
Africa from the comfort of their beds. The bathroom facilities are en-suite, and each 
room also features an outdoor shower. There is a dining room, living room, bar 
area and plunge pool, also raised on wooden decks, with fabulous views. Activities 
at DumaTau mainly focus on the wildlife of the area, with da y and night game 
drives offering fabulous opportunities to view firsthand and at close range, Africa's 
whole spectrum of diurnal and nocturnal creatures. With the exception of rhinos, 
virtually all other species of African animals are represented in good n umbers on 
the reserve. Nature walks allow for closer inspection of some of the smaller aspects 
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of the eco-system, while the camp's pontoon facilitates access to the Linyanti River, and a different perspective on animals 
as they come to the river to drink. You will also have the opportunity to wait at hides, where you can view and 
photograph animals at close range without disturbance. All activities are led by professional guides and/or trackers, who 
are carefully chosen for their knowledge and experience of the bush, and receive extensive training to ensure that your 
encounters with the African wilderness are exciting, informative, and safe.  
Overnights at the DUMA  TAU CAMP. (All Meals Daily)  
 

DAYS 8/9~MONDAY /TUESDAY ~N OVEMBER 15/16 
CAPRIVI STRIP / M UDUMU NAT IONAL PARK / LIANSHULU LODGE , NAMIBIA  

This morningõs flight takes you to the Caprivi Strip, 
Namibia.  This narrow sliver of land forms a strategic 
corridor, linking Namibia with Botswana, Angola and 
Zambia, and is somehow detached from the rest of the 
country yet steeped in history. The deep Kalahari sands 
and tropical waterways found here are home to an 
interesting array of wildlife that differs widely to that of 
the rest of Namibia. Here, in the heart of the Mudumu 
National Park, dry mixed woodlands stan d in complete 
contrast to the beautiful Kwando wetland ecosystem.  
This expansive Park, proclaimed in 1990, is located on 
the eastern side of the Caprivi Strip. Its lifeline is the 
Kwando River, which flows along the western border of 
the Park. Along the ri ver there are extensive floodplains, 
floating papyrus swamps and lush riverine forest. Away 
from the river one finds mixed mopane and teak 
woodlands, open grasslands and typical African 
savannah. 

 
Activities here include morning or sunset boat cruises; nature drives in the Park and visits to the Lizauli Traditional 
Village, a model homestead where members of the local community give fascinating insights into their way of life in this 
remote corner of Namibia.   Flanked on all sides ð barring  neighboring 
Botswana's conservation areas ð by communal land , the communities have 
formed conservancies designed to benefit from the area's wildlife in a 
sustainable way. A true ecotourism project, Lianshulu Lodge has formed 
excellent partnerships with the conservancies and provides direct 
employment and skills training for some of their members , as well as direct 
revenue from every bed night to the community .  The first initiative 
Lianshulu embarked on was the assistance of the Lizauli Community, 13km 
to the north of the  Lodge, in developing a traditional village as a tourist 
attraction. The Lodge injected the start-up capital to build the village and 
provided advisory support on running it. Members of the Lizauli 
Community provide greater insight into local Caprivi life,  from traditional 
practices to dancing displays, and the proceeds go to the community as a 
whole.  
 
Many typical savannah species occur in the Mudumu National Park  ð 
hippo , crocodile and fish such as bream, tigerfish and catfish can be seen 
from the lodge deck.  Mudumu is known for its buffalo population, roan 
and sable antelope, red lechwe and the water-dependent sitatunga together 
with large elephant herds. General mammal diversity is good including 
lion, impala, Burchell's zebra, greater kudu and common waterbuck, 
reedbuck and bushbuck. The waterways here are home to spotted-necked 
otter, ferocious tigerfish, and several large Nile crocodile.  
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The birdlife here is a big attraction ð over 400 species have been recorder ð from Coppery-tailed Coucal, Slaty Egret, 
Greater Swamp Warbler, Swamp Boubou and Brown Firefinch. In summer, numbers are boosted by the tremendous 
amount of migratory s pecies including flocks of colorful Southern Carmine Bee-eater, Copper Sunbird, Pennant-winged 
Nightjar and Broad -tailed Paradise-Whydah.  
 
Lianshulu Lodge, one of the first private lodges built inside a Namibian National Park, is beautifully placed beneath a 
canopy of shady jackalberry and mangosteen trees, on the banks of the scenically stunning Kwando River, and 
accommodates guests in 9 twin rooms and one family room, each individually styled and tastefully furnished, with en -
suite bathroom and secluded verandah. The airy thatched dining, lounge and bar areas open onto spacious, split-level 
wooden decks, affording sweeping vi ews over the Lianshulu Lagoon. Two fireplaces, scenic outlooks and a secluded 
swimming pool create idyllic places in which to relax and take in the tranquility of the natural surroundings.  
Overnights at LIANSHULU LODGE.  (All Meals Daily) http://www.wilderness-safaris.com/namibia_caprivi/lianshulu_lodge/  

DAYS 10/11~WEDNESDAY /THURSDAY ~N OVEMBER 17/18 
LIVINGSTONE /V ICTORIA FALLS , ZAMBIA  
A road transfer takes you to Zambia, and to your camp, Toka Leya, located on the Zambian side of Victoria Falls. At more 
than twice the size of Niagara Falls itõs no surprise that Victoria Falls are among the Seven Wonders of the World.  Mosi-
oa-Tunya ð The Smoke that Thunders, derived from the towering column of spray when the Zambezi River runs high, is the 
name that Zimbabw e's local people have given to this awesome natural phenomenon. The name is probably more 
appropriate and descriptive than "Victoria", which has a far too calm and composed ring to it to do justice to the masses of 
thundering, swirling water of these spect acular falls. But all Dr. David Livingstone probably thought of when he named 
the falls after his Queen in 1855 was his royal duty. Five separate falls make up this incredible spectacle that plunges more 
than 300 feet into a sheer-sided chasm which separates Zimbabwe from Zambia. The awe-inspiring abyss is spanned by a 
1905 Edwardian bridge which links the two countries and many adventurers now use to bungee jump. The masses of 
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water plunging down the falls and into the gorge below originate from the mighty  Zambezi River that meanders through 
more than 1,677 miles of African countryside.  
 
Your visit will include a tour of the falls on the Zambian side.  An afternoon sundowner cruise on a private boat will be a 
highlight as you glide along the Zambezi River,  watching hippos snort, elephants drink on the riverbank, monkeys jump 
from branch to branch, birds fly overhead or pose for a photograph on the branches, and much more.  Enjoy your gin and 
tonic, cool beer, or drink of choice, and see a panoramic sunset as the sun dips below the horizon, painting the whole area 
in unbelievable colors of brilliant reds, yellows, purples and mauves.  
 

Enjoy a visit to  an authentic native village to see how the 
local people live. You will be escorted by your English -
speaking village guide, seeing a culture and ways of life 
that remains virtually unchanged through the ages. View 
their daily rituals, from the women cooking and mending 
their huts, to the artistic woodcarvings created right in 
front of you by the village artisans . Children scatter about 
and you are welcome to mingle and take photographs. 
Long after youõve left, this cultural visit will remain with 
you, as youõll feel as though youõve experienced a 
different part of Africa, quite essential if youõre to 
understand t he complexity of this continent.  
 
Overlooking the mighty Zambezi River and some of its 
islands, under a shady canopy of jackal berry and water 

berry trees lies Toka Leya, your accommodation for the next two nights. The islands in front of camp are intrigui ng and 
part of the braided channel of the Zambezi with some rapids, a main channel and fringing dense vegetation. The camp 
consists of 12 safari-style tents, each en-suite with a view of the magnificent Zambezi River and some of its islands. The 
camp's dining and bar area is set beneath a shaded canopy of trees overlooking the River and a swimming pool. 
Overnights at TOKA LEYA CAMP. (B, L, D Daily)   
www.wilderness-safaris.com/zambia_victori_falls/toka_leya_camp/introduction/ 
 

DAY 12~FRIDAY ~NOVEMBER 19 
V ICTO RIA FALLS /JOHANNESBURG  / EN ROUTE  
Last chance to photograph the incredible Falls, visit the Mosi-oa-Tunya National Park which also features rhino, or shop 
at Livingstone, before transferring to the airport for your flight to Johannesburg. Here, connect wit h your overnight flight 
back to home.  (B, Meals Aloft) 
 

DAY 13~SATURDAY ~N OVEMBER 20 
WASHINGTON D.C. 
This morning you land in the USA and connect with your flight home , bringing with you the memories of all the 
wonderful sights of Southern Africa.  (Meals Aloft)  
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OPTIONAL POST-EXTENSION TO CAPE TOWN , SOUTH AFRICA  

DAY 12~FRIDAY ~N OVEMBER 19 
JOHANNESBURG  / CAPE TOWN  
A last chance this morning to photograph the incredible Falls before driving to the airport for your flight to Johannesburg. 
Here, bid farewel l to the rest of the group returning to the USA tonight, and connect with your flight to Cape Town, South 
Africaõs òMother City,ó where you are escorted to your hotel. The provincial capital, Cape Town, is a sophisticated city 
with plenty to see and do, particularly around the Victoria and Alfred Waterfront area, where delightful buildings of the 
Cape Dutch and Victorian -era architecture have been restored as shops, restaurants, museums and pubs, and  the busy 
water traffic of the docks goes on unabated. The Aquarium is within easy walking distance from your hotel, and a visit is 
well worth a visit. The area has a shopping plaza and numerous fine shops. Cape Town, which faces north across Table 
Bay, has thrived from its birth, first as a Dutch settlement in 1652 when Jan van Ribeeck established it as a supply station 
for ships of the Dutch East India Company, and later, under the British as a port supplying ships with food and fresh 
water from the perennial mountain streams.  
 
Your home for the next four  night s will be at  Winchester Mansions, 
situated on Cape Town's Platinum mile and overlooking the 
Atlantic Ocean. This exclusive, privately -owned 4 star hotel sets 
itself apart among other hotels in and around Cape Town with its 
spectacular beachfront location, stylish elegance and personalized 
service. Each of the 51 guestrooms and 25 suites has been 
exquisitely furnished by one of Cape Townõs leading interior 
designers. All rooms and suites have stocked mini-bars, satellite 
television including i nternational channels, direct dial telephones, 
tea & coffee making facilities, hairdryers, electronic safes and 
beautifully furnished bathrooms with separate walk in showers. All 
rooms have air conditioning. Each elegantly appointed room or suite has breathtaking views o f either the Atlantic Ocean 
or historic Signal Hill.  After your long flights, Winchester Mansions is a welcome retreat.  
Overnight at WINCHESTER MANSIONS.  (B)  http://www.winchester.co.za/ 


